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C o l .  L a y t o n  T y n e r  

Like many of his fellow soldiers in the 
30th Infantry Division, Layton Tyner 
began preparing for his role in World War 
I1 in the North Carolina National Guard. 
As a student at North Carolina State 
University in his hometown of Raleigh, NC 
Layton joined the National Guard in 1937. 
He joined as a private and earned $1 per 
drill which was big money in those days. 
He was in ROTC and was assigned to the 
Service Company of the 120th Infantry 
Regiment. In 1938 Layton left school and 
went to work full time but stayed in the 
National Guard. 

By 1940 Layton was in the Civilian Pilot 
Training Program at NC State and was the 
number two student out of a class of 60. 
He was waiting to go to primary flight 
school in October but the federal call-up 
of the 30th Division in September of 1940 

cut short his young flying career. At 
Camp Jackson Layton advanced very quickly 
moving up to Corporal within a week and 
eventually Staff Sergeant. One day the 
Division officers were discussing the 
shortage of officers and Layton was 
called to Regimental Headquarters. 
Within 20 minutes, he returned as a brand 
new 2nd Lt. While at Camp Jackson Layton 
stayed with the Service Company and was 
assigned to all the leadership roles 
within the Company including the Mainte- 
nance Officer, the Transportation offi- 
cer, and the Munitions Officer. Some 
seventeen months after being called into 
federal service Layton was awarded com- 
mand of the Service Company in which he 
had entered as a private. This occurred 
shortly after the Division had moved to 
Camp Blanding Florida. 

The Service Company spent their time at 
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f o r  con  tent and w o r d i n e s s ,  and e x t r a n e o u s  
i n f o r m a  t i o n .  

This b e g i n s  a series o f  e s s a y s  on c l o t h i n g  
and equipment  m a n u f a c t u r e  o f  the U S  Army 
d u r i n g  the y e a r s  1941-1945, geared toward 
the r e - e n a c t o r / c o l l e c t o r .  While i t  i s  
n e a r l y  i m p o s s i b l e  t o  p r e s e n t  every f a c e t  
on  the m a n u f a c t u r i n g  o f  m i l i t a r y  u n i f o r m s  
and equ ipmen t ,  it i s  hoped th is  w i l l  
p r o v i d e  some interest i n  th i s  a r e a .  
I n f o r m a t i o n  i s  t a k e n  from a l r e a d y  pub- 
l i s h e d  s o u r c e s ,  which  i s  r e a d i l y  a v a i l -  
a b l e .  F u r t h e r  r e a d i n g  and r e s e a r c h  h a v e  
enhanced i t .  In m o s t  c a s e s ,  i n f o r m a t i o n  
i s  p r e s e n t e d  i n  i t s  o r i g i n a l  form, e d i t e d  

As the hobby of World War I1 re-enacting 
gains momentum across the country, one 
finds it increasingly difficult to obtain 
original uniforms that will fit the 
re-enactor with some degree of ease. 
There are various makers of reproduction 
military garments available to the re- 
enactor, most having appeared within the 
last ten years. While there remains a 
goodly number of original items on the 
market, one must remember that military 
clothing is designed for abuse in the 
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Camp Jackson and Camp Blanding l e a r n i n g  t h e  
bus iness  of supply and maintenance. With 
s l i g h t l y  over 200 men i n  t h e  Serv ice  
Company, they  had t h e  r o l e  of supplying 
v i r t u a l l y  every necessary  i t e m  t o  t h e  3000 
o t h e r  men i n  t h e  Regiment 's 15 companies. 
These supp l i e s  inc luded  t h e  5 o f f i c i a l  
c l a s s  of supply from food t o  TOLE i t e m s  
(equipment) t o  f u e l  and ammunition. Layton 
mentioned t h e  u n o f f i c i a l  llClass 6" of  
supply which was whiskey. Evident ly  t h i s  
was no t  o f f i c i a l l y  supp l i ed  by t h e  Army b u t  
heav i ly  sought a f t e r  by a l l  e x p e r t  supply 
t roops  ! 

Despi te  i t s  r e g u l a r  work of  supplying t h e  
e s s e n t i a l s  t o  t h e  rest of t h e  regiment ,  t h e  
Serv ice  Company was n o t  r e l i e v e d  of i t s  
sha re  of t r a i n i n g .  Layton r e c a l l e d  a t a c t i c  
he came up wi th  t o  h e l p  s t r e t c h  t h e  men's 
endurance on long marches. H e  would des ign  
c i r c u l a r  march r o u t e s  s o  t h a t  by t h e  t i m e  
t h e  men g o t  halfway they  had t o  walk t o  
rest of t h e  way t o  g e t  back t o  camp. 
Layton r e c a l l e d  t h a t  h e  was f o r t u n a t e l y  i n  
good phys i ca l  shape then and o f t e n  ended up 
ca r ry ing  s e v e r a l  r i f l e s  o r  packs by t h e  end 
of t h e  marches! H e  a l s o  r e c a l l e d  t h e  va lue  
of f o o t  powder a p p l i e d  l i b e r a l l y  i n  t h e  
shoes dur ing  these  marches. Layton l i kened  
t h e  e f f e c t  t o  o i l  l u b r i c a t i n g  an engine 
with t h e  powder a l lowing  t h e  sock t o  move 
s l i g h t l y  wi th in  t h e  shoe thereby l e s s e n i n g  
t h e  wear on t h e  f o o t .  
Layton remembered one t i m e  t h a t  t h e  1st 
Sgt .  John F. Kel ley informed him t h a t  t h e  
A s s i s t a n t  Div is ion  Commander, General Har- 
r i s o n  was marching i n  t h e  r e a r  of t h e  
Serv ice  Company on one of  i t s  h i k e s .  
Evident ly t h ings  appeared ok t o  t h e  Gen- 
e r a l .  

The men managed t o  make t h e  b e s t  of t h e  
t r a i n i n g  and f i n d  en ter ta inment  where they 
could.  Personal ly ,  Layton d i d  t h i s  by 
br inging  along a Motorola box AM r a d i o  t h a t  
he  had r igged  f o r  h i s  jeep under t h e  dash.  
Whenever they w e r e  o u t  on maneuvers he  
could p ick  up t h e  l o c a l  AM s t a t i o n s  and 
hea r  some music, p a r t i c u l a r l y  Roy Aycuff, 
Earnes t  Tubbs and B i l l  Monroe. Layton even 
c a r r i e d  h i s  r a d i o  overseas i n  h i s  foo t -  
l ocke r  and l i s t e n e d  t o  t h e  BBC b roadcas t s  
i n  England and i n  Europe. 

A f t e r  Camp Blanding t h e  Se rv i ce  Company 
accompanied t h e  Div is ion  t o  Tennessee on 
maneuvers. The rea f t e r ,  t h e  Div is ion  moved 
t o  Camp Atterbury Indiana where according 
t o  Layton they g o t  a r e a l  t a s t e  of w in te r  
weather.  The men could ha rd ly  see t h e  
t a r g e t s  on t h e  r i f le  range f o r  t h e  blowing 
snow ! Layton noted  t h a t  t h e  Se rv i ce  
Company was g e n e r a l l y  armed wi th  t h e  same 
rifles a s  t h e  i n f a n t r y  they w e r e  support-  
i n g .  

A f t e r  Camp Atterbury t h e  Div is ion  b r i e f l y  
moved t o  Camp Miles Standish b e f o r e  sh ip-  
p ing  o f f  t o  Europe. The Se rv i ce  Company 
was embarked aboard t h e  SS Argent ina f o r  
t h e  t r i p  ac ros s  t h e  A t l a n t i c .  The Se rv i ce  
Company was' b i l l e t e d  on t h e  Promenade Deck 
i n  racks  s tacked 9 t a l l .  The men wi th  t h e  
s t r o n g e s t  stomachs w e r e  allowed t o  s l e e p  on 
t h e  top  bunks. The men of t h e  Se rv i ce  
Company fel t  somewhat b e t t e r  t h a t  they  w e r e  
bunked above t h e  water  l i n e  i n  t h e  even t  of 
a torpedo h i t .  The o f f i c e r s  s l e p t  i n  
s l i g h t l y  more spac ious  condi t ions  having 4 
o f f i c e r s  bunked i n  a stateroom b u i l t  f o r  
two persons.  The s h i p  was s o  crowded with 
t roops  t h a t  t h e  g a l l e y  could on ly  serve two 
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m e a l s  a 
day  and  
f e e d  ev-  
e r y o n e .  
They d i d  
have a PX 
on b o a r d  
where t h e  
men a l l  
b o u g h t  
H e r s h e y  
c h o c o l a t e  
b a r s .  

Layton and 
t h e  S e r -  
v i c e  Com- 
pany w e r e  
s u p p o s e d  
t o  land  on 
O m a h a  
Beach on 
J u n e  9 ,  
1944. The 

While i n  Europe t h e  Serv ice  Company w a s  
known t o  be able t o  f i n d  almost anything 
and Tommy Oglesby w a s  t h e  m a s t e r  
scrounger .  H e  managed t o  f i n d  w a r m  tankers  
j acke t s  f o r  himself and Layton. Tommy 
would a l s o  c o l l e c t  German equipment and 
Lugers from t h e  f r o n t  l i n e s  and t a k e  them 
t o  t h e  r e a r  echelon t roops  down near  t h e  
beach and t r a d e  f o r  needed items of  
equipment o r  f r e s h  food. P a r t  of t h e  job 
of t h e  Serv ice  Company w a s  t o  set up and 
camouflage t h e  k i t chens .  A s  f o r  cooking on 
t h e  f r o n t  l i n e s ,  t hey  t y p i c a l l y  f e d  a 
l a r g e  m e a l  a f t e r  dark and then aga in  
before  d a y l i g h t .  The men on t h e  f r o n t  
l i n e s  a t e  K r a t i o n s  dur ing  t h e  day. The 
s e r v i c e  company o f t e n  worked a t  n i g h t  t o  
resupply  t h e  f r o n t  l i n e  t roops  with water ,  
food and ammunition under t h e  cover  of 
darkness .  

Capt. Tyner, HQ. 9th Army, G-4 
Section, Maastricht, Holland, 1944 

The regimental  S4 (supply o f f i c e r )  was 
k i l l e d  one day by s h e l l f i r e  a t  t h e  
Regimental Headquarters and Layton was 
ordered t o  t ake  h i s  p l a c e .  The next  
morning Layton w a s  a l s o  wounded by s h e l l -  
f i r e  i n  t h e  arm and c h e s t  and was 
even tua l ly  was s e n t  t o  England t o  recuper-  
ate. H e  re turned  du r ing  t h e  f i r s t  week of 
December while t h e  Div is ion  w a s  nea r  
Achen. Upon h i s  r e t u r n  he was ordered t o  
r e p o r t  t o  t he  Ninth Army Headquarters (of  
which t h e  30th Div i s ion  w a s  a p a r t )  t o  
work i n  t h e  G-4 s e c t i o n  (supply)  . H e  
r epo r t ed  t o  t h e  Ninth Army on December 
1944 r i g h t  a f t e r  t h e  B a t t l e  of t h e  Bulge 
had begun. While s e r v i n g  w i t h  t h e  
Headquarters of t h e  Ninth Army Layton g o t  
t o  see f i r s t  hand t h e  f i n e  l o g i s t i c s  
s k i l l s  o f  P a t t o n ' s  Third Army! Layton 
s a i d  t h e  Third Army g o t  a l o t  of s u p p l i e s  
because they  s t o l e  them. The Ninth Army 
would r e q u i s i t i o n  a l o a d  of s u p p l i e s  and 
i t  would be high- jacked by t h e  Third Army 
be fo re  it g o t  t o  i t s  d e s t i n a t i o n .  

s i 
a 

Unlike many of h i s  f e l l ow 30th Div is ion  
s o l d i e r s ,  Layton s t ayed  i n  t h e  Army a f t e r  
t h e  war. Because of h i s  hard work and h i s  
e x c e l l e n t  r epu ta t ion ,  Layton was s e l e c t e d  
t o  be  t h e  M i l i t a r y  Aide t o  General Walton 
Walker who had earned  fame a s  P a t t o n ' s  
lead ing  Divis ion Commander dur ing  World 
W a r  11. General Walker was headed t o  
Japan t o  command t h e  Occupation f o r c e s  
and t h e  8 t h  Army. This  r o l e  gave Layton a 
r i n g  s i d e  s e a t  t o  t h e  s t a r t  of t h e  Korean 
War. Immediately a f t e r  h o s t i l i t i e s  com- 
menced General Walker and Layton headed 
f o r  Korea. 

They w e r e  t h e r e  w i th in  3 days of t h e  
f i r s t  American t roops .  Eventual ly,  Layton 
was an eyewitness t o  t h e  t r a g i c  jeep 
a c c i d e n t  which k i l l e d  General Walker. 
Layton w a s  s e v e r a l l y  i n j u r e d  i n  t h e  same 
crash  and had long recovery.  

was loaded 
on 4 LST s.  Layton 's  LST had a Canadian 
Captain who s a i d  t h a t  he was b r i e f e d  f o r  
Utah Beach. So i n s t e a d  they  were d i v e r t e d  
t o  Utah Beach. Thus began t h e  Serv ice  
Companies adventure t o  r e j o i n  t h e  Divi- 
s i o n .  This included a high speed convoy 
run through t h e  middle of un l ibe ra t ed  
Carentan under f i r e  u n t i l  they found t h e  
Regiment. 

Layton s tayed  i n  t h e  Army even tua l ly  
r e t i r i n g  a s  a f u l l  Colonel.  H e  became a 
p ioneer  i n  t h e  f i e l d  of l o g i s t i c s  and 
served  i n  many c r i t i c a l  r o l e s  both i n  t h e  
United S t a t e s  and overseas .  H e  a l s o  
served many p o s t s  i n  Ordnance r o l e s .  H i s  
r epu ta t ion  was s o  good wi th in  t h e  Army 
t h a t  on h i s  l a s t  9 assignments he was 
asked f o r  by name! After t h e  w a r  Layton 
cont inued t o  be a c t i v e  with t h e  30th 
Div is ion  Assoc ia t ion  and has r e c e n t l y  
served as Pres ident  of t h e  o rgan iza t ion .  

A t  Mortain,  Layton w a s  involved i n  t h e  
e f f o r t  t o  resupply t h e  l o s t  b a t t a l i o n .  
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f i e l d  and therefore  the  majori ty of i t e m s  
t h a t  a r e  obtainable a r e  i t e m s  t h a t  usual ly  
never l e f t  the  United S ta tes .  I a m  only 
r e f e r r i n g  t o  c lo th ing.  There a r e  guys i n  
our organizat ion t h a t  w i l l  say c lo th ing is  
e a s i e r  t o  g e t  f o r  smaller-sized men than 
the  Goliaths of t h e  u n i t .  (No d i s respec t  
intended.)  And, somewhat i n  t h a t ,  I agree.  
I ,  more than l i k e l y ,  w i l l  be replacing my 
or ig ina l  uniforms with reproduction items 
a s  the  years pass .  The only items I 
cur ren t ly  wear clothing-wise t h a t  a r e  re- 
productions a r e  a ' 4 1  f i e l d  jacket ,  wais t  
b e l t ,  and boots. I t  i s  a l s o  e a s i e r  t o  say 
t h a t  men w e r e  smaller  then than now. That 
may o r  may no t  be c o r r e c t ,  bu t  lets take a 
more i n  depth look a s  t o  how the  men w e r e  
c lo thed and how the  Army exact ly  a r r ived  a t  
what w e  a f fec t iona te ly  c a l l e d  "pencil" 
s i z e s .  
In the day of the  World War I s o l d i e r ,  
the re  w e r e  s a i d  t o  be only two s i z e s  of 
Army c lothing:  too l a r g e  and too small .  
Many a man was provided with ill f i t t i n g ,  
shabby uniforms, bare ly  serviceable  shoes, 
and those hated ,  t i m e  consuming pu t t ees  
(which G I ' s  of WW2 would l a t e r  say of 
leggings) .  The WW2 G I  was smartly dressed,  
pressed and b e t t e r  cared f o r  than h i s  W.W.1 
predecessors. How? 
The answer lies i n  the  meticulous care  and 
g r e a t  lengths ,  an almost s c i e n t i f i c  ap- 
proach, t o  which the  Office of The Quarter- 
master General went t o  make our troops the 
best-dressed Army i n  the world. When t h e  
incoming s o l d i e r  appeared a t  the  c lo th ing 
counter of a reception cen te r ,  h i s  measure- 
ments w e r e  ca re fu l ly  taken, h i s  proper 
c l o t h i n g  drawn t o  those  measurements 
(s ix ty-s ix  items i n  a l l ) ,  and a profes- 
s iona l  t a i l o r  began the task of giving an 
almost custom-made trimness t o  an i s s u e  
uniform. But thanks t o  the  careful  compila- 
t i o n  of measurements and other  research,  
the re  w e r e  usual ly  s i z e s  on hand t o  f i t  
most inductees with l i t t l e ,  i f  any, addi- 
t i o n a l  t a i l o r i n g .  Approximately 6,000 d i f  - 
f e r e n t  s i z e s  of various items of c lo th ing 
and footwear w e r e  stocked and issued by t h e  
Quartermaster Corps. 
The task confronting the Off ice  of the 
Quartermaster General (hereaf ter  r e fe r red  
t o  a s  OQMG) i n  c lo th ing and equipping the 
prospective Army on October 16, 1940, when 
t h e  f i r s t  r e g i s t r a t i o n s  under Se lec t ive  
Service began, was one f o r  which the re  w e r e  
no precedents o r  adequate schedules. The 
only information ava i l ab le  was i n  an Army 
Regulation published i n  1937, which was 
based on the requirements of a smaller 

peace-time Army, i n  no way appl icable  t o  
t h e  needs of the  rap id ly  growing Army. This 
Army was being inducted from c i v i l i a n  l i f e  
t o  take  p a r t  i n  a maelstrom t h a t  would bear 
witness of t h e  l a r g e s t  army ever recorded 
i n  the  f r e e  world. Furthermore, any 
information from World War I was useless  
because of the  d i f ferences  i n  the bas ic  
garments . 
The f i r s t  r e g i s t r a t i o n  embraced men between 
the  ages of twenty-one and t h i r t y - f i v e .  A s  
the  r i g i d  requirements of the  Army had t o  
be lowered considerably f o r  Selec t ive  Ser- 
v i c e ,  the  OQMG had t o  look t o  c i v i l i a n  
sources f o r  information a s  t o  the  s i z e s  
which would be required  f o r  men i n  the  
twenty-one t o  t h i r t y - f i v e  age brackets .  
Such information was obtained from the  
n a t i o n ' s  chain s t o r e  organizat ions and mail 
order houses, such a s  Macys, Woolworth's, 
Sears 6 Roebuck, whose volume of country- 
wide d i s t r i b u t i o n  would, it was thought, 
provide a f a i r  representa t ion of the  s i z e s  
of c lo th ing being so ld  throughout the  
United S ta tes .  From t h i s  information s i z e  
c h a r t s  w e r e  prepared, and they proved 
exceedingly he lp fu l  a s  a s t a r t e r .  The 
ever-increasing number of d ra f t ees  begin- 
ning i n  1941 would prompt extended research 
and the gathering of more e x p l i c i t  informa- 
t i o n  f o r  s i z ing .  This was obtained by a 
procedure requir ing t h a t  a copy of the  
i n i t i a l  c lo th ing s i z e  form f o r  each in -  
ductee be sen t  t o  the  OQMG. 
January 1942 brought still another change 
i n  the d r a f t  ages,  but  the impact from a 
c lo th ing s i z e  standpoint  would not  be 
noticed u n t i l  e a r l y  1943. Legis la t ion  was 
enacted requir ing t h e  induction of youths 
from eighteen years  up, and simultaneously 
rescinding the  order  f o r  taking men over 
t h i r t y - e i g h t .  The e f f e c t  of this upon the 
e x i s t i n g  s i z e  c h a r t s  was immediately an t i c -  
ipa ted ,  and t h e  OQMG s e n t  letters t o  
approximately seventy-five leading educa- 
t i o n a l  i n s t i t u t i o n s  having ROTC u n i t s  f o r  
information on t h e  s i z e s  of c lo th ing  
required by col lege  youths within the  age 
group of eighteen t o  twenty years.  This 
information r e s u l t e d  i n  f u r t h e r  revised 
c h a r t s ,  which showed an increase  i n  the 
smaller  s i z e s  and a comparable sca l ing down 
of the l a r g e r  s i z e s .  
By September 1943 the s i z e s  of more than 
6,000,000 individuals  had been tabulated,  
s tud ied ,  and again made i n t o  new s i z e  
char t s .  A t  this t i m e  the procedure requir-  
ing  t h a t  a copy of the individual  measure- 
ments be s e n t  t o  t h e  OQMG was discontinued. 
However, the  c h a r t s  thus tabulated d i d  not  
remain s t a t i c .  Semi-monthly repor t s  from 



po in t s  where c lo th ing was i ssued w e r e  
cons tant ly  checked aga ins t  the  c h a r t s .  In 
t h i s  way, they were kept up-to-date and i n  
conformance with any changes which might 
appear i n  s i z e  t rends .  A problem which 
presented various degrees of d i f f i c u l t y  a t  
f i r s t  was t h a t ,  i n  many ins tances ,  men had 
t o  be held  a t  reception centers  because 
t h e i r  unusual s t a t u r e  required spec ia l -  
measurement c lo th ing not  provided f o r  i n  
t h e  regular  cha r t .  I t  became apparent  t o  
the  Army t h a t  no t  a l l  men w e r e  c rea ted  
equal and t h a t  the re  w e r e  some anomalies t o  
be expected. To m e e t  t h i s  s i t u a t i o n  a  
group of s i z e s ,  known t o  the  commercial 
t r ade  a s  "extra s i z e "  garments (commonly 
r e f e r r e d  t o  today a s  Big & T a l l ) ,  w e e  
provided b u t  w e r e  des igna ted  a s  
"supplementalf1 s i z e s .  Information from the  
s i z i n g  cha r t s  d i c t a t e d  t h a t  only small 
q u a n t i t i e s  of these  s i z e s  need be  placed a t  
t h e  reception cen te r s  t o  e l iminate  delays 
i n  processing. Disappearing, a l b e i t  
slowly, was the  p r a c t i c e  of d ives t ing  
oneself of t h e i r  c i v i l i a n  c lo th ing,  and 
proceeding from s t a t i o n  t o  s t a t i o n ,  emerg- 
ing  a s  a  f u l l y  clothed s o l d i e r .  Providing 
those \ \ext ra  s ize"  garments was i n i t i a t e d  
a s  a  way t o  reduce the  need f o r  any s p e c i a l  
t a i l o r i n g  f o r  the  G I s .  This would expla in  
t h e  s c a r c i t y  of l a r g e r  s i z e  uniforms 
ava i l ab le  t o  co l l ec to r s  and re-enactors .  
But even with these  provisions,  exceptions 
crop up and s p e c i a l  c lo th ing must be made. 
The per iodica l  check on the  c h a r t s  a s  new 
inductees came i n t o  the  Army revealed t h a t  
they w e r e  not  working uniformly i n  a l l  
s ec t ions  of the  country. An immediate 
ana lys i s  was made and it was found t h a t  a  
d i f f e rence  i n  average s t a t u r e  p reva i l ed  i n  
d i f f e r e n t  geographical sec t ions .  Men along 
the northeastern At lan t i c  seaboard run t o  
s tocky bu i lds  and s h o r t  he ight ,  while those 
inducted i n  the  southern area  a r e  t a l l e r  
and more s lender .  The Middle W e s t  inductees 
a r e  men of medium s t a t u r e ,  g e n e r a l l y  
r e q u i r i n g  more of t h e  medium-to-large 
s i z e s ,  while on the  W e s t  Coast a r e  found a  
combination of a l l  s i z e s  on an equal  b a s i s .  
In view of these  f indings  a  procedure was 
es t ab l i shed  i n  May 1944 whereby camps, 
p o s t s ,  and s t a t i o n s  w e r e  authorized t o  
e s t a b l i s h  stock l e v e l s  of s i z e s  and main- 
t a i n  inventor ies  based on t h e i r  ind iv idua l  
experiences. In order  t o  achieve t h i s  
balance and have adequate s tocks t o  equip 
a l l  inductees without delays,an i n f i n i t e  
v a r i e t y  of s i z e s  w e r e  t o  be kept on hand. 
Ninety d i f f e r e n t  shoe s i z e s  w e r e  stocked i n  
proport ions indica ted  by the  s i z e  c h a r t s ,  
t h i r t y  d i f f e r e n t  s i z e s  of t rouse r s ,  and 

twenty-two d i f f e r e n t  s i z e s  of s h i r t s .  
Data compiled f o r  mi l l ions  of inductees 
shows the  following t o  be t h e  ac tua l  
measurements of the  "average" newcomer t o  
the  Army a s  he appeared a t  t h e  c lo th ing 
counter of a  recept ion  center:  5 '  8" t a l l ;  
1 4 4  pounds i n  weight; 33-1/4" ches t  mea- 
surement; 31" wais t  measurement. The 
frequency i n  s i z e  i s sues  i s  found t o  be: 7 
t o  7-1/2 h a t ,  number 9  gloves, a  15 s h i r t  
with a  33n s leeve ,  a  36 regular  jacket ,  a  
p a i r  of t rouse r s  with a  32" waist  and a  32" 
l e g  length ,  s i z e  11 socks, and s i z e  9-D 
shoes. These f i g u r e s  may be taken t o  
i n d i c a t e  the  s i z e  of the  "averageN American 
young man. Of course, you would need t o  
take  i n t o  considerat ion which p a r t  of the  
country you a r e  l i v i n g  i n  a s  t o  what 
surplus  may be had the re .  
Las t ly ,  b u t  j u s t  a s  important,  a r e  the  
women enlis tments of the  WACS and o the r  
branches of the  m i l i t a r y  f o r  females . 
Unt i l  WW2, the re  w e r e  no Army regula t ions  
t h a t  had been developed s p e c i f i c a l l y  f o r  
the  f i t t i n g  of c lo thes  f o r  women. However, 
da ta  was compiled f o r  women through the  
same procedure followed i n  the  case of male 
inductees-the tabula t ion  of the  i n i t i a l  
measurements a t  the  t i m e  of enl is tment .  
Women, no t  su rp r i s ing ly ,  gained weight 
a f t e r  enl is tment  and t r a in ing .  Men w e r e  by 
necess i ty  more a c t i v e  with more demands 
being placed on t h e i r  bodies. Therefore, 
men more read i ly  maintained t h e i r  o r i g i n a l  
weight. 
Commercial c lo th ing s i z e s ,  which had been 
used i n i t i a l l y  i n  crea t ion  of s i z e  cha r t s  
f o r  male s o l d i e r s ,  w e r e  found t o  be  of no 
use f o r  women's Army uniforms. Commercial 
s i z e  c h a r t s  w e r e  geared t o  one-piece 
dresses, on average, and w e r e  not  appropri- 
a t e .  The cha r t s  c rea ted  from research 
revealed g r e a t e r  s i z e  va r i a t ions  i n  women 
than i n  the  men. The smal les t  woman 
s o l d i e r  i n  WW2 was 4 '  7-1/2"tal l  and 
weighed 77 pounds. Women, on the  o ther  end 
of t h e  spectrum, a t  the  most w e r e  6  f e e t  
t a l l ,  with a  weight of 224 pounds. Though 
the  minimum height  and weight f o r  WACS was 
5  f e e t  and 100 pounds, an exception was 
made f o r  women of Or ienta l  descent ,  whose 
normal he ight  i s  usual ly  below the  minimum. 
The predominant s i z e  of the  t y p i c a l  woman 
s o l d i e r  was 5 '  4" i n  height  and 128 pounds 
i n  weight. She had a  waist  circumference of 
26-1/2\\, wore a  22-hat s i z e ,  and a  6-B 
shoe. Ins tead  of being the  t r a d i t i o n a l  
"perfec t  th i r ty-s ix1!  she took a  s i z e  1 4  
jacket .  The c o l l a r  of her  OD s h i r t  was 13 
inches ,  and her  ankles w e r e  nea t ly  encased 

(Continued on page 7) 



The next  i n  our  series on D i s t i n c t i v e  I n s i g n i a  w i l l  b e  t h e  1 0 5 ~ ~  Combat Engineers .  For 
some reason t h e  1 0 5 ~ ~  has  D I ' s  t h a t  can be  found i n t o  two d i f f e r e n t  des igns .  W h i l e  t h e  
c o l o r s  and symbols a r e  t he  same, t h e  s h i e l d s  on which they  are found a r e  completely 
d i f f e r e n t  as seen i n  photos.  
If you are going t o  wear 1 0 5 ~ ~  Engineer D I 1 s  on a  dress uniform be  s u r e  t h a t  you wear t h e  
proper  c o l l a r  device  f o r  t h e  Corps of  Engineers.  These are t h e  t u r r e t e d  castles t h a t  
everyone should be  f a m i l i a r  with.  I f  you are adding t h e  D I ' s  t o  an  o f f i c e r ' s  dress c o a t  
you may want t o  f i n d  some Engineer Buttons.  O f f i c e r s  of t h e  Corps of Engineers  wear 
d i f f e r e n t  bu t tons  than  t h e  common Eagle Buttons.  The Buttons of t h e  Engineers b e a r  a 
f o r t i f i c a t i o n  modeled a f t e r  an  e a r l y  s t r u c t u r e  i n  New York Harbor. I t  a l s o  b e a r s  a 
f l y i n g  eag le  ca r ry ing  a  banner wi th  t h e  motto \' ESSAYONSN which i s  French f o r  "Let U s  
T r y .  " 

1 0 5 ~ ~  Engineers 
Blazonry 

D i s t i n c t i v e  I n s i g n i a :  Approved October 29, 1929 
Shie ld :  Gules, t h r e e  f l e u r - d e - l i s  two over  one a bend e rad ica t ed  a rgen t .  
Descr ip t ion :  The Sh ie ld  and o rd ina ry  (broken bend) a r e  i n  t h e  Engineer Colors ( S c a r l e t  
and W h i t e ) .  The t h r e e  f l e u r - d e - l i s  are from t h e  c o a t  of arms from S t .  Quent in  and a l s o  
r ep re sen t  t h e  p r i n c i p a l  engagements of t h e  organiza t ion  dur ing  t h e  F i r s t  World W a r .  
The e rad ica t ed  bend i n d i c a t e d  p a r t i c i p a t i o n  a s  combat t roops  i n  breaking t h e  Hindenburg 
Line. 
Motto: Ever Dependable. 

The regimental  F lag  of  t h e  1 0 5 ~ ~  Regiment of Engineers b e a r s  t h e  fo l lowing  honor 
i n s c r i p t i o n s :  F landers ,  Ypres-lys,  Some  Offensive.  
The above information w a s  taken from t h e  1 0 5 ~ ~  Engineers  1941 annual from For t  Jackson. 

The 1 0 5 ~ ~  Regiment of Engineers was c r e a t e d  under General Order No. 4 ,  Headquarters 30th 
Div is ion ,  Camp Sev ie r ,  South Caro l ina ,  da ted  September 12,  1917. I t  was composed of t h e  
F i r s t  Separate  B a t t a l i o n  of North Caro l ina  Engineers as t h e  F i r s t  B a t t a l i o n ,  and t h e  
F i r s t  B a t t a l i o n  of t h e  F i r s t  I n f a n t r y ,  North Carol ina National  Guard as t h e  Second 
Ba t t a l i on .  
The 1 0 5 ~ ~  was inducted i n t o  f e d e r a l  Se rv i ce  f o r  World War I1 on September 16,  1940. The 
u n i t  moved t o  Fo r t  Jackson, SC where t h e  Headquarters Company, Se rv i ce  Company 
and C ,  D l  and E Companies w e r e  r edes igna ted  1 0 5 ~ ~  Engineers Combat Ba t t a l i on  on 
February 7, 1942. The Headquarters of 1st B a t t a l i o n ,  a s  w e l l  as Companies A,  D and F  
w e r e  redes igna ted  a s  p a r t  of t h e  1 7 5 ~  Engineer General Serv ice  Regiment. The 1 7 5 ~ ~  took 
p a r t  i n  t h e  campaigns f o r  Tunis ia ,  S i c i l y ,  Naples-Foggia, Rome-Arno, North Appennines, 
and t h e  Po V a l l e y .  
W h i l e  i n  Europe t h e  1 0 5 ~ ~  served mainly a s  s e p a r a t e  Companies a t t ached  t o  t h e  I n f a n t r y  
Regiments of t h e  Div i s ion .  For t h e  most p a r t  A Company was a t t a c h e d  t o  t h e  1 1 7 ~ ~ ~  
B Company t o  t h e  l l g t h ,  and C Company t o  t h e  120th. P r e s i d e n t i a l  Unit  C i t a t i o n s  w e r e  
awarded t o  3'* Pla toon ,  B Company f o r  t h e  V i r e  River  c ros s ing  and lst Platoon,  B Company 
f o r  t h e  Ardennes Offensive.  
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in s i z e  9-1/2 rayon s tock ings .  

The Army was a l s o  experimenting wi th  va r ious  uniform des igns  du r ing  t h i s  p e r i o d ,  such a s  
the "experimental" combat uniform i n  1943  which never saw extended s e r v i c e ,  and 
camouflage des ign  uniforms which w e r e  withdrawn f o r  European Theater  because of  
s i m i l a r i t i e s  wi th  German uniforms. 

A s  you can see, t h e  Army took a v a s t  amount of  t i m e  and information and c r e a t e d  a 
s o l u t i o n  t o  t h e  c l o t h i n g  problem t h a t  any l a r g e  o rgan iza t ion  would encounter  wi th  t h a t  
many people  involved o f  vary ing  shapes and s i z e s .  By e l i m i n a t i n g  a l l  b u t  t h e  "averageN 
and b u i l d i n g  odd s i z e s  on ly  o u t  of n e c e s s i t y ,  t h e  Army was able t o  provide  f o r  i t s  
"familyN of b r o t h e r s  and sisters. I n  a f u t u r e  e s say  w e  w i l l  see how t h e  Army produced 
t h e  m i l l i o n s  of uniforms it would u l t i m a t e l y  r e q u i r e .  



30th I D  Nat iona l  Reunion - update 
The upcoming 30th  I D  Nat ional  Reunion t o  
b e  h e l d  a t  t h e  Holiday Inn Oceanfront ,  
Myrt le  Beach, SC, October 16-20, 2002. 
W e  have been t o l d  they  may b e  i n t e r e s t e d  
i n  u s  supplying a Color Guard f o r  t h e i r  
Memorial Se rv i ce  and p u t t i n g  up a smal l  
d i s p l a y .  J i m  Higgins i s  heading up ou r  
d e t a i l .  Those p l ann ing  'on a t t e n d i n g  
should  s t a y  i n  touch wi th  J i m  f o r  
d e t a i l s .  

Butner Shoot October 11/13 
W e  have r ece ived  confirmation from t h e  
Nat iona l  Guard t h a t  w e  a r e  scheduled f o r  
t h e  KD range f o r  our  annual l i v e  f i re  
shoo t .  Pu t  t h i s  on your ca l enda r s  now! W e  
would l i k e  t o  see a maximum e f f o r t  from 
t h e  m e m b e r s  of  t h e  OHA t o  a t t e n d  t h i s  
even t .  This  w i l l  b e  a p r e - r e g i s t r a t i o n  
e v e n t .  Watch f o r  r e g i s t r a t i o n  forms i n  
t h e  September news le t t e r .  

Message t o  our Members 
When you a l l  jo ined  t h e  OHA you w e r e  

s e n t  a l ist  of uniform and equipment 
requirements .  This  was considered by t h e  
l e a d e r s  o f  t h e  OHA t o  b e  t h e  minimum o r  
b a s i c  requi rements .  W e  f i g u r e d  it would 
t a k e  about  a y e a r  f o r  new m e m b e r s  t o  
a c q u i r e  t h i s  equipment. Now it i s  t i m e  t o  
b u i l d  on t h a t  b a s i c  equipment and become 
more of  an a s s e t  t o  t h e  o rgan iza t ion .  

The nex t  s t e p  would b e  t o  work on a 
f i e l d  i n s p e c t i o n  lay-out .  I t  i s  n o t  t h a t  
d i f f i c u l t  t o  f i n d  t h e  i t e m s  e s p e c i a l l y  
with a l l  t h e  r e p r o  t o i l e t r i e s  now a v a i l -  
able. You should a l l  have a copy of  
FM21-100, t h e  S o l d i e r ' s  Handbook. If you 
don ' t  have a copy, g e t  one now. Get a WW2 
d a t e d  b l anke t ,  s h e l t e r  h a l f ,  p i n s ,  p o l e  
and rope .  Get a r a i n c o a t  o r  poncho. Pick 
up a set of  long  johns. They donr t have 
t o  f i t  you t o  l a y  o u t  i n  a i n spec t ion .  
Gas masks a r e  r e a d i l y  a v a i l a b l e .  Find 
y o u r s e l f  a WW2 c o t .  They a r e  l i s t e d  on 
ebay a l l  t h e  t i m e .  No they  d i d n ' t  have 
f o l d i n g  aluminum c o t s .  Can you p i c t u r e  
what i t  would look l i k e  i f  w e  could  have 
20 o r  30 members l i n e d  up with t h e i r  gea r  
a l l  l a i d  o u t  f o r  an i n spec t ion .  

Once you have a l l  your f i e l d  i n s p e c t i o n  
g e a r  and h igh  dry p l a c e  t o  s l e e p ,  

cons ide r  adding t o  your uniforms. Many 
t i m e s  w e  a r e  l i m i t e d  i n  how w e  can 
p r e s e n t  ou r se lves  a t  an event  because n o t  
everyone has  t h e  same uniform. Bel ieve  
m e ,  w e  would have much r a t h e r  been 
wearing Khaki 's  a t  t h e  Memorial Day 
service, only  a f e w  m e m b e r s  have them, 
t h e r e f o r e ,  w e  wore O D ' s .  W e  should a l l  
try t o  have a set of  O D ' s ,  HBT1s, and 
Khaki1 s. Don't f o r g e t  t o  g e t  t h e  appro- 
p r i a t e  headgear t o  go with t h e  uniform. 
A wool overseas  h a t  should b e  one of t h e  
f irst  t h i n g s  you g e t  a f t e r  your helmet .  

Say a couple  of  y e a r s  go by o r  you win 
t h e  l o t t e r y ,  it is  t i m e  t o  move up aga in .  
Pick a s p e c i a l t y  f i e l d .  Be it communica- 
t i o n s ,  e n g i n e e r s ,  medica l ,  v e h i c l e s ,  
whatever.  Find something t h a t  ca tches  
your i n t e r e s t ,  s t u d y  it and b u i l d  on it. 

So you say ,  I have done a l l  t hose  
t h i n g s  you've asked.  What else can I do 
t o  h e l p  t h e  OHA? I ' m  g l a d  you asked.  Help 
wi th  e v e n t  o rgan iza t ion  and management. 
I don1 t th ink  t h e  gene ra l  membership 
a p p r e c i a t e s  what goes on behind t h e  scene 
t o  c r e a t e  an e v e n t  f o r  you t o  a t t e n d .  
Events a r e  planned sometimes a y e a r  i n  
advance t o  ensu re  t h a t  eve ry th ing  is  
covered. S t ep  forward and vo lun tee r  t o  
h e l p .  

So t h e s e  a r e  your  g o a l s .  Bui ld  on t h a t  
b a s i c  gea r .  Have a f u l l  f i e l d  i n s p e c t i o n .  
S t a r t  adding t o  your  uniforms.  Think 
about  what it i s  about  t h i s  hobby you 
love  and b u i l d  on i t .  And h e l p  make t h e  
Old Hickory Assoc i a t i on  an even b e t t e r  
group then  it is  now. 

OHA purchases  Naz i  Banner! 

What have w e  c ro s sed  over  t o  t h e  dark 
s i d e ?  Not a chance! W h i l e  s t and ing  watch 
a t  t h e  r a l l y i n g  p o i n t  f o r  ou r  first 
Annual Meeting which was h e l d  i n  conjunc- 
t i o n  wi th  t h e  M i l i t a r i a  Show i n  Raleigh 
on June l s t ,  a gentleman saw our  30 th  I D  
s i g n  and s a i d  he  had something w e  might 
b e  i n t e r e s t e d  i n .  I t  t u r n s  o u t  t h e  
gentleman was M r .  Frank H a l l ,  r e c e n t l y  
r e t i r e d  from t h e  120 th  NCNG, and a fierce 
compet i to r  o f  ou r s  f o r  30 th  memorabilia 
on Ebay. H e  p u l l e d  o u t  a Nazi banner ,  
about  2 x 3 f o o t .  P r i n t e d  i n  p a r t  of t h e  
whi te  o f  t h e  banner  was 30 th  I n f a n t r y  
D iv i s ion .  Fbndomly about  t h e  banner  w e r e  
a number of  s i g n a t u r e s ,  most wi th  home 



addres se s .  he  mentioned t h a t  he  had re- 
ce ived  t h e  banner i n  t r a d e  and r e a l l y  
d i d n ' t  have any room t o  d i s p l a y  i t ,  b u t  
d i d n ' t  want t o  sell it t o  a  d e a l e r  who 
wouldn't  a p p r e c i a t e  i t  f o r  what i t  was. W e  
t o l d  him w e  would be  i n t e r e s t e d  i n  it b u t  
w e  wanted t o  a u t h e n t i c a t e  it has a c t u a l l y  
be ing  s igned  by m e m b e r s  of t h e  30 th .  H e  
agreed t o  l e t  u s  t a k e  it with u s  and i f  w e  
wanted i t  w e  could send him a check. 

I copied t h e  names and addresses  down and 
emailed t o  George Kennedy, t h e  30 th  Divi-  
s i o n  N e w s  e d i t o r ,  and t o  Frank Towers, the 
execu t ive  s e c r e t a r y  of t h e  30th I D  Associ- 
a t i o n  t o  see i f  e i t h e r  was familiar with 
any of t h e s e  gentleman. 

W h i l e  making up t h e  l i s t  I had n o t i c e d  
t h a t  a number of t h e  add re s s  w e r e  i n  
Tennessee. Seeing how w e  had r e c e n t l y  
ob ta ined  a  copy of t h e  1942-43 yearbook 
f o r  t h e  117th I n f a n t r y  Regiment (TN Na- 
t i o n a l  Guard),  I though t h a t  might  b e  a  
good p l a c e  t o  s t a r t  search ing .  I n  t h e  
meantime, Paul G i l l  s t a r t e d  s ea rch ing  i n  
t h e  l i s t  of decora ted  i n d i v i d u a l s  i n  t h e  
back of  Workhorse of  t h e  Western F ron t .  
Following i s  a  l i s t  of t h e  names on t h e  
banner  and t h e  information w e  have found. 
Page numbers i n d i c a t e  t h e  page  i n  
"WorkhorseN t h a t  Paul found t h e  names. 

Joseph E .  Zehner, Capt . ,  N e w  Or leans ,  
La. I n  t h e  42-43 Yearbook w a s  l i s t e d  
a s  L t . ,  Platoon l e a d e r  of  I Company, 
117th.  Passed away l a s t  summer. 
W i l l i e  A. Mart in ,  P inev i l l e ,La .page  311 
~ / 5  117th BS 
Rinsy G. Abshire ,  Boones M i l l ,  Va. 
S/Sgt.Lewis W.  Russe l l  117th .page 321 
BS.Word from Frank Towers i s  t h a t  M r .  
Russe l l  i s  s t i l l  l i v i n g  i n  Roanoke. 
T/Sgt E l m e r  S.  Johnson, Dagus Mines, 
Pa. page 305 117th I n f .  BS 
Joe  Young, P h i l .  , Pa. 
PFC Harry E .  Su t ton ,  Casper,  Wyo. 
page 326 117th I n f .  BS 
PFC William W i l l s ,  Ea s t  Carnegie ,  Pa. 
page 331 117th I n f .  BS 
Albe r t  Fusco, Tonawanda, NY 
F e l i x  B. Johnson, Newbury, SC 
S/Sgt Tom Underwood, Knoxvil le ,  Tenn 
page 328 117th I n f .  BS 
1st. L t .  Richard M. Bodelpage 287 117th 
I n f .  BS W/OLC 
W i l l i a m  V i rg in ,  1st L t . ,  Paducah, Ky 
page 329 117th I n f .  BS W/OLC 
L t .  Jody M.  Earn ly ,  Memphis, 10 ( t h a t  
i s  how he s igned  it) 
2nd L t .  Joseph H .  Owen Cleveland,  Tenn 
page 316 117th I n f .  BS w/OLC 
"Snake1I Wilson, Lakland, F l a .  

"Doc" Darland,  Champaign, I l l .  page 293 
Pvt .  G a r r e t t  Darland 117th I n f .  BS 
Pvt .  S y l v e s t e r  M.  Kasprzyk, Chicago, 
I l l .  page 306 117th Inf  BS 

Needless  t o  s a y  w e  considered t h e  banner 
a u t h e n t i c a t e d  and completed t h e  purchase.  
The banner  w i l l  become p a r t  o f  ou r  
h i s t o r i c a l  d i s p l a y .  

Hurt, VA Event: 
In  A p r i l  m e m b e r s  of t h e  Old Hickory 
Assoc ia t ion  made t h e  t r e k  t o  Hur t ,  VA t o  
t h e  H i s t o r i c a l  Reenactments of  V i rg in i a  
annual  s p r i n g  even t .  W h i l e  t h e  even t s  a t  
Kevin "Tiny" Dawsonrs Farm a r e  no th ing  new 
t o  ou r  o rgan iza t ion  it w a s  a  new exper i -  
ence  f o r  most of  t hose  who a t t ended .  For 
Walt Sowinski and C l i n t  Yarbrough it was 
t h e  second s p r i n g  even t  i n  a s  many yea r s .  
Also i n  a t t endance  w e r e  Tom Flowers, 
Robbie Gouge, Ray Oakes, Don Shupe, Adam 
W e b e r ,  and T i m  W i l l i f o r d .  With e i g h t  
m e m b e r s  w e  formed an under s t r e n g t h  squad 
and f o r  a t  l e a s t  p a r t  of  t h e  day w e  w e r e  
jo ined  by m e m b e r s  of Mike B u t l e r ' s  2gth 
Guys . 
Those of you who have never  been t o  one of 
HROV1s even t s  you a r e  r e a l l y  missing 
something. They a r e  small  i n  n a t u r e  b u t  
b i g  on fun  and t h a t  i s  t h e  one t h i n g  Tiny 
r e q u i r e s  i s  t h a t  everyone has  fun .  Tiny 
has  p u t  a  l o t  of e f f o r t  i n t o  making t h e  
reenactments  more bangs f o r  t h e  buck. The 
t e r r a i n  i s  w e l l  s u i t e d  f o r  t h e  defending 
f o r c e  with p l e n t y  of  h i l l s  and trees. A 
formidable  c reek  d i v i d e s  t h e  p rope r ty .  
If t h e  t e r r a i n  wasn't  a  l a r g e  enough 
advantage t o  t h e  defender  Tiny has  aug- 
mented t h e  landscape  by b u i l d i n g  bunkers,  
dugouts  and foxholes .  A t  most even t s  guys 
c a r r y  e - t o o l s  because t h a t  i s  what G I ' s  
a r e  supposed t o  c a r r y .  W e l l  a t  T iny ' s  you 
b e t t e r  n o t  c a r r y  t h a t  p r i s t i n e  T-handle 
u n l e s s  you want it t o  g e t  s c r a t ched  up. 
This  i s  a l s o  an e v e n t  where you d e f i n i t e l y  
want p l e n t y  of  b l anks .  You w i l l  have t h e  
oppor tun i ty  t o  expend them. Having two 
bandoleers  i s  a  n e c e s s i t y .  And when t h e  
f i r i n g  i s  over  you b e t t e r  have your 
a p p e t i t e  ready.  This  i s  one even t  where 
you won't go away hungry. There i s  always 
a  b i g  f e a s t  after t h e  event .  
There w e r e  about  75 guys t o t a l  f o r  t h i s  
even t .  And on Saturday morning t h e  Allies 
w e r e  o rganized  i n t o  t a c t i c a l  u n i t s .  They 
w e r e  d iv ided  i n t o  t h e  Airborne,  l e g  i n -  
f a n t r y  comprised by t h e  3oth and 2gth guys, 

(Continued on page 10) 



and the British with approximately 12-15 
guys representing each force. There were 
also about 5 French Partisans and one 
representative of the British or Irish Navy 
(what are these guys thinking????) 
HROV also has an event in the fall that we 
hope to attend. More information on this 
event will be forth coming. If interested 
let someone on the tactical committee know. 
We hope to see you there. 

Memorial Day Service Honors 
Veteran's of 30th ID 
Members of the OHA conducted a Memorial Day 
Service honoring the Veteran's of the 30th 

ID from both W.W.1 and WWII. The service 
was held on the Old State Capital Grounds 
in Raleigh, at the Old Hickory Highway 
Monument. After a short speech about the 
history of the 30th to a crowd of several 
hundred people by Mark Burfete, Buster 
Simmons, Chaplain of the 30th ID Associa- 
tion placed a wreath presented by the OHA 
at the Monument. A firing party composed 
of, members of the OHA then fired a salute, 
followed by the playing a Taps by guest 
bugler, Dan Farinella. 





ROAD TRIP! BY Mark Burfete 

How would you l i k e  t o  take  a few days off  
from t h e  "old grind" and h i t  the  road with 
no o the r  ob jec t ive  than t o  see  m i l i t a r y  
museums, W . W . 1 1  l i v i n g  h i s t o r y  events ,  
m i l i t a r i a  vendors, and junk s t o r e s ?  W e l l ,  
t h a t  i s  exac t ly  what Don Shupe and I d id  
from June 5 through June 8 .  And, except 
f o r  t h e  money spent  a t  t h e  f l e a  markets, 
w e  d i d  it cheap! 

How s o ,  you ask? Like t h i s :  W e  l e f t  
e a r l y  Wednesday morning 5 June and t rav-  
e l e d  t o  the  Marine Corps A i r  - Ground 
Museum a t  Quantico,  VA. W e  took Don's 
pick with him dr iv ing  and m e  i n  my usual  
misguided navigator  r o l e .  W e  go t  t o  
Quantico t o  f i n d  t h e  base open, bu t  
s e c u r i t y  increased by a maze of concrete 
b a r r i e r s  a t  t h e  guardhouse. 

After asking t o  see some I D ,  t he  guard 
allowed u s  t o  d r i v e  i n t o  the  base t o  the  
museum. The Donster had been the re  
before ,  so  he g o t  us  t o  the  museum a r e a  
without a h i t c h .  

For those who havenr t been t h e r e ,  t h i s  
museum i s  a series of th ree  bui ld ings  
housing veh ic les ,  a i r c r a f t ,  weapons, commo 
gear ,  and a l l  manner of uniforms and 
equipment used by Marines from anc ien t  
t i m e s  t o  D e s e r t  Storm. The bui ld ing 
housing t h e  o l d e s t  a r t i f a c t s  was closed 
f o r  renovations,  b u t  t h e  o ther  two bui ld-  
ings  w e r e  r e p l e t e  with W.W. I1 and Korean 
War paraphernal ia ,  from Amtraks t o  torpedo 
bombers, a l l  i n  e x q u i s i t e  condit ion.  You 
can g e t  c l o s e  up t o  the  d i sp lays ,  and the  
explanatory s igns  a r e  exce l l en t .  

W e  then go t  back on the  road and d i d n ' t  
s t o p  (well ,  w e  had t o  s top  a couple of 
t i m e s  f o r  a "haircutn-you know what I 
mean) u n t i l  w e  reached New Yorkr s Hudson 
Valley. H e r e  w e  crashed a t  Don's pa ren t s r  
p lace  i n  F i s h k i l l  NY, j u s t  across  the  
r i v e r  from t h e  United S ta tes  Mi l i t a ry  
Academy a t  W e s t  Poin t .  Even before  w e  got  
t o  W e s t  Poin t ,  I was awestruck by the  
beauty of t h i s  p a r t  of t h e  country. If 
you've seen p i c t u r e s  of the  Hudson Valley 
you can imagine what i t  i s  l i k e  i n  person. 

I t  was ra iny  and cold  on Thursday morning 
when w e  drove with Don' s o ld  re-enactment 
buddy and fel low m i l i t a r i a  nut  Paul t o  
Highland F a l l s  t o  see the  W e s t  Point  
Museum. Now I a m  not  r e a l l y  going t o  be 

a b l e  t o  explain t h i s  p lace  and do it 
j u s t i c e .  Suf f i ce  t o  say t h a t  it i s  
extens ive .  There a r e  &splays and d iora-  
mas from Roman t i m e s  through t h e  p resen t .  
Excellent  e x h i b i t s  deal ing  with W . W . 1 1  
abound: Vinegar Joe S t i l w e l l ' s  campaign 
h a t  and se rv ice  shoes,  MacArthurrs cadet  
bathrobe, Patton'  s Cadet jacket  , t o  name 
j u s t  a few. If you r e a l l y  took t h e  th ree  
t o  four  hours you need t o  r e a l l y  read 
everything,  you would come away with a 
very complete overview of m i l i t a r y  h i s -  
to ry .  

The museum, which l ies outs ide  the  main 
g a t e  t o  the  campus, i s  a l s o  the  po in t  a t  
which you arrange f o r  a bus tour  of the  
Academy. This i s  t h e  only way t o  g e t  i n  
nowadays, a s  s e c u r i t y  measures now prevent 
you from taking your own d r iv ing  tour .  
You even have t o  pass  through a check by 
an MP before boarding the  bus. 

The campus i s  everything you imagined. 
The imposing s tone  bui ld ing c l i n g  t o  the  
mountainside overlooking the  Hudson. W e  
w e r e  only a b l e  t o  disembark t o  see the  
Chapel,  t h e  "Pla in"  (famous parade  
ground), and Trophy Point .  This was OK 
because the  weather was raw. The solem- 
n i t y  of the  p lace  was broken only by "Beat 
Navy" and "Beat A i r  Force" pa in ted  every- 
where. 

That evening (Thursday n ight )  w e  went over 
t o  Paul 's  p lace  t o  f i r s t  check out  t h e  
jeep he i s  r e s t o r i n g  and t o  drool  over the  
hundreds of p ieces  of W. W .  I1 ordnance he 
has pu l l ed  from some junk yard.  W e  then 
r e t i r e d  t o  h i s  house t o  look a t  o ther  
i t e m s  i n  h i s  extens ive  c o l l e c t i o n .  

The next  morning w e  went by Don's f r i e n d  
Ray's p lace  f o r  Don t o  pick up some kind 
of s t and  th ing (RL-31C, - ed.) f o r  f i e l d  
w i r e  and a wheel and t i re  f o r  h i s  1-ton 
army t r a i l e r .  This guy d i d n ' t  j u s t  have 
e x t r a  tires, he had a ha l f - t r ack ,  a deuce, 
one ton t r a i l e r  and a M-48 tank i n  h i s  
backyard! H e  i s  dangerously c l o s e  t o  
being an Anthony Dawkins clone! 

Af te r  t h e  tire pick up, w e  began t h e  d r i v e  
south t o  Reading, PA, f o r  t h e  now famous 
Reading World War I1 Weekend. The weather 
was j u s t  s t a r t i n g  t o  c l e a r  up from two 
days of wind and r a i n .  Friday was the  
opening day, s o  t h e  crowd was not  too bad. 
By t h e  acres  of land reserved f o r  parking,  
w e  could tell  t h a t  t h i s  show g e t s  a huge 



crowd on Saturday. was kind of l i k e  a l o t  of junk on the  
bunk, i f  you know what I mean. 

When w e  got  the re  a convoy of about t h i r t y  
W . W . 1 1  vehic les  was pu l l ing  out  f o r  a 
motor march through downtown Reading. W e  
l a t e r  learned t h a t  the  German re-enactors  
s taged an ambush of the  Al l ied  column 
r i g h t  i n  downtown Reading! 

Now I l i v e d  i n  Reading f o r  many years  and 
one of the  l a s t  th ings  I would do downtown 
i s  t o  f i r e  a gun, even i f  they w e r e  only 
shooting blanks. My f e a r  would be the  
tremendous counterf i re  t h a t  wou1.d ensue 
from the  l o c a l  populace! 

W e l l ,  no one go t  h u r t ,  and i t  was a b i g  
success,  w e  heard. 

The show i t s e l f  combines W . W . 1 1  a i r c r a f t  
f l y - i n s  and f ly-overs,  a c t i v i t i e s  f o r  and 
by W . W . 1 1  ve terans ,  loads of m i l i t a r y  
veh ic les ,  homefront d isplays ,  and massive 
co l l ec t ions  of W . W . 1 1  equipment. Oh yeah, 
the re  i s  a f l e a  market there ,  too. 

There w e r e  severa l  l i v i n g  h i s to ry  se tups  
including a f l i g h t  ops center ,  t he  MASH 
u n i t  t h a t  most of you have heard o f ,  and 
a jungle headquarters camp. The l a t t e r  
was set up by our f r i ends  i n  the  3oth Div. 
Re-enactment from c e n t r a l  Pennsylvania, 
whom w e  m e t  a t  For t  Indiantown Gap t h i s  
p a s t  January. For t h i s  show they do a 24th 
Infant ry  Division impression because the  
P a c i f i c  t h e a t e r  i s  somewhat under- 
represented o v e r a l l .  They had a l a r g e ,  
highly organized and impressive camp 
scene, with bamboo, machine gun emplace- 
ments, f ie ld- r igged shower, and even a 
l a t r i n e  (two s e a t s ,  no waiting! ) . Since 
t h i s  i s  the  b igges t  event they do o ther  
than the  B a t t l e  of t h e  Bulge a t  the  Gap, 
they expected about 30 guys t o  p a r t i c i -  
pa te .  

W e  saw some o the r  unusual th ings ,  such a s  
a guy who had an extensive d i sp lay  of 
engineer gear ,  including every imaginable 
type of explosive. Also, the re  was a 18 
ton M4 High Speed Tractor  towing an 8-inch 
gun. The veh ic le  was marked a s  t h e  1 1 3 ~ ~  
FA, 3oth Div. W e r e  w e  p l easan t ly  sur-  
pr ised!  

One comment about the  d isplays  w e  ob- 
served: it seemed t h a t  many w e r e  j u s t  
guys t h a t  came out  with t h e i r  p r i v a t e  
co l l ec t ions  of very n ice  m i l i t a r y  s t u f f ,  
b u t  most lacked a theme o r ,  a t  l e a s t ,  any 
method of t r u l y  informing the  publ ic .  I t  

The b e s t  was the  MASH guys, of course. 
They inform the  pub l i c  by guiding them 
through t h e i r  d i sp lay  and dramatizat ions.  
The o the r  d i sp lays ,  Don and I agreed, 
needed some management of the  viewers t o  
g e t  them involved and focus them on what 
you a r e  t ry ing  t o  impart .  

The guys doing t h e  24th I D  jungle camp, 
although they had a g r e a t  loca t ion  with 
high f o o t  t r a f f i c ,  probably could have 
benef i ted  from more signage and prescr ibed 
scenar io  run severa l  t i m e s  throughout the  
day. ( I n  a l l  honesty, they might have 
done t h i s  l a t e r  i n  t h e  day o r  on Saturday, 
and w e  j u s t  d i d n ' t  see it.) 

I am not  t r y i n g  t o  be c r i t i c a l .  I t  i s  
more l i k e  thinking ou t  loud about how w e  
can make our l i v i n g  h i s t o r i e s  and d i sp lays  
b e t t e r .  W e  must guard a g a i n s t  t h e  
tendency t o  j u s t  throw a bunch of equip- 
ment out  and l e t  people walk by i t .  W e  
owe our veteran-heroes b e t t e r  than t h a t .  

F ina l ly ,  the  f l e a  market. I t  i s  very 
focused on W.W.  11, with p lenty  of every- 
th ing:  uniforms, o r i g i n a l  and repro;  
equipment; books and manuals; and f o r t i e s -  
v in tage  c i v i l i a n  garb.  No weapons o r  
ammo. There was even a guy t h e r e  s e l l i n g  
repros  of o ld - s ty le  squad pyramidal and 
command t e n t s .  A t  t he  Front and What 
P r i ce  Glory w e r e  t h e r e ,  bu t  they didnr t 
b r ing  much merchandise. W. W .  I1 Impres- 
s ions  was not  the re .  

Overa l l ,  t h i s  show was worth a t tending,  a t  
l e a s t  once. I be l i eve  w e  would have t o  
think long and hard about doing anything 
a s  a u n i t  a t  t h i s  a f f a i r ,  bu t ,  individu- 
a l l y ,  it i s  a good experience. 

This was espec ia l ly  t r u e  f o r  m e  a s  Friday 
n i g h t  w e  drove 25 minutes from Reading t o  
Boyertown, PA, and spent  t h a t  n igh t  with 
my pa ren t s .  

Saturday morning w e  rose  e a r l y  t o  turn  a 
six-hour r e tu rn  t r i p  t o  Raleigh i n t o  a 
12-hour gaun t l e t  of roadside f l e a  markets, 
junk shops, and ant ique  s t o r e s .  W e  
a r r i v e d  home around 12:45 AM, t i r e d  and 
broke, b u t  happy. 

Man, now t h a t r  s l i v i n r  ! 



L i g h t s  In the  F i e l d  t h e  beginning of  t h e  war t h e  U .  S.  Army was 

Portable Field lanterns in W W ~ ,  Part I d e s p e r a t e  f o r  s u p p l i e s  and would j u s t  
r e q u i s i t i o n  commercial i t e m s .  Using t h e  

- 
my s t u d y  
i n t o  U .  S .  
Army f i e l d  
l i g h t i n g  and 
t h e r e  a r e  

When I first g o t  s t a r t e d  i n  doing World War 
2 d i s p l a y s  I assumed t h a t  i f  I used a  
modern m i l i t a r y  Coleman l a n t e r n  it would be  
c l o s e  enough. I t  was 8 y e a r s  b e f o r e  I saw 
my first r e a l  World War 2 Coleman. (This  
was b e f o r e  t h e  I n t e r n e t  became a  major 
r e sea rch  v e h i c l e .  ) W h i l e  going through t h e  
f l e a  market a t  t h e  5oth Anniversary of  D-Day 
reenactment a t  F o r t  S to ry ,  VA, I came upon 
an o l d  b e a t  up Coleman l a n t e r n .  I t  had a  
t a g  d e s c r i b i n g  it a s  WW2. A t  f i r s t  I d i d n ' t  
b e l i e v e  it a s  it looked more l i k e  t h e  
l a n t e r n  I used f o r  camping then t h e  mi l spec  
one I used f o r  d i s p l a y s .  Sure enough 
stamped on t h e  bottom of  t h e  f u e l  t ank  was 
a  b i g  "U. S  . "  and "1944". The c o l o r  was t h e  
same a s  t h e  commercial l a n t e r n s  s t i l l  be ing  
used today,  n o t  OD. I passed on t h a t  
l a n t e r n  a s  it was more t hen  I was w i l l i n g  
t o  pay f o r  one i n  poor  cond i t i on .  I was 
a l s o  t h ink ing  I could  j u s t  u se  my commer- 
c i a l  l a n t e r n  f o r  d i s p l a y  and be  more 
c o r r e c t  then us ing  a  modern m i l i t a r y  one. 
L i t t l e  d i d  I know how c o r r e c t  I would be  i n  
t h a t  assumption. 

T h i s  was 

s t i l l  more 

:;A 

mys te r i e s  I 

j u s t  t h e  be- 
g i n n i n q  of  

a m  t r y i n g  t o  
s o l v e  on 
t h i s  sub -  
j e c t .  Going 
through t h e  
Table  of  O r -  
g a n i z a t i o n  
and Equip-  
ment f o r  t h e  
I n f a n t r y  
C o m p a n y ,  
F e b r u a r y ,  

no ted  t h e r e  
L a n t e r n ,  g a s o l i n e ,  1 9 4 5  was an 

i d e n t i f i e d  
a s ,  "Lantern, ga so l ine ,  two-mantle, commer- 
c i a l . "  I n  another  TOSE f o r  t h e  I n f a n t r y  
Company, d a t e d  J anua ry ,  1945, it had 
changed t o ,  "Lantern, g a s o l i n e ,  l e aded  
f u e l . "  Now wi th  t h e  a v a i l a b i l i t y  of t h e  
I n t e r n e t  f o r  r e sea rch  I have found t h a t  a t  

Coleman l a n t e r n  a s  an example, I haven ' t  
seen  any be fo re  1943 marked a s  U.S. However 
you begin t o  see some t h a t  have a  d a t e  code 
of 1943 along with t h e  manufactures t r ade -  
mark and a  U.  S  . stamped i n  an open a r e a  of 
t h e  f u e l  tank base .  Lanterns  made i n  1944 
and 1945 a r e  marked on t h e  base ,  "U.S. 194X 
Leaded Fuel". Apparently a t  first they  j u s t  
used commercial i t e m s ,  then they  took t h e  
same commercial i t e m s  and added a  U .  S.  t o  
it. F i n a l l y  t h e  
i t e m  was madel .-. i I 
j u s t  f o r  t h e  Army 
and marked U .  S.  
w i t h o u t  t h e  
t r a d e m a r k .  I n -  
t e r e s t i n g  i n  i t s  
own r i g h t  i s  t h e  
f a c t  t h a t  t h e  
c o l o r  of  t h e  
l a n t e r n s  n e v e r  
changed  d u r i n g  
t h e  war. S i g n i f i -  
c a n t  changes w e r e  
t h e  a d d i t i o n  of 
a  s p a r e  p a r t s  
w e l l  i n  t h e  f u e l  
t a n k  and  a l l  
l a n t e r n s  I have 
seen  marked a s  
U.  S.  a r e  s i n g l e  
mant le .  
Another example 

"Lantern,  elec- Lan t e r n  
t r i c ,  p o r t a b l e ,  
hand." According 
t o  t h e  Feb.  44 TOSE, 2 of t h e s e  l a n t e r n s  
w e r e  i s s u e d  t o  each I n f a n t r y  Company. But 
what was i t ?  I t  wasn't  a  f l a s h l i g h t .  That 
was des igna ted  a s  a  "TL-122". I n  Jan  45 
t h i s  i t e m  t o o  had a  name change t o  
"Lantern,  MX-~~O/GV". I d iscovered  t h a t  t h e  
MX-290/GV was a  m i l i t a r y  ve r s ion  of  t h e  
De l t a  Power l i t e .  After f i n d i n g  s e v e r a l  
examples w e  see t h e  same progress ion  a s  t h e  
Coleman Lantern. The e a r l i e r  examples have 
been pa in t ed  green and a  U .  S. has  been 
added next  t o  t h e  De l t a  trademark. The 
l a t e r  model has  no trademark and i s  marked: 

S igna l  Corps U.S.Army 
Lantern MX-290/GV 

Del ta  E l e c t r i c  Company 
Spare Lamps LM-202/U 

Housed under Diffusing Dome 
Use with battery BA-2OO/U 

There a r e  two major d i f f e r e n c e s  between t h e  



e a r l y  and l a t e  war De l t a  Power l i t es  bes ides  information on e i t h e r  of  t he se  two, I would 
t h e  markings. The b a i l  and t h e  lamp guard a p p r e c i a t e  hear ing  from you. Next i s s u e ,  
on t h e  dome l i g h t  of t h e  e a r l y  v e r s i o n  a r e  Kerosene Lanterns i n  W.W.2. 
b a r e  metal  while  on t h e  l a t e  war ve r s ion  
both  of  t h e s e  a r e  pa in t ed .  The second 
d i f f e r e n c e  i s  i n  t h e  r e t a i n e r  f o r  t h e  
s e a r c h l i g h t .  The e a r l y  v e r s i o n  h a s  a 
clamp-type r e t a i n e r  t h a t  i s  t i g h t e n  wi th  a  
s c r e w  and n u t .  The l a t e r  ve r s ion  simply 
r o t a t e s  t o  a  s l o t  and is  then removed. No 
p a r t s  t o  l o s e !  
There a r e  two o t h e r  l a n t e r n s  I a m  s t i l l  
t r y i n g  t o  i d e n t i f y .  One i s  i n  a  photograph 
t h a t  is i n  each of  t h e  3oth Div is ion  1941 
Annuals. I t  shows an in spec t ion  of a  
Quar te rmas te r  supply t e n t .  Hanging from a  
meat hook i s  a  smal l  l a n t e r n  t h a t  appears  
t o  be  b a t t e r y  powered. The c l o s e s t  I ' v e  
seen t o  it i s  a  smal l  l a n t e r n  by Gensey 
E l e c t r i c  Company wi th  a  p a t e n t  d a t e  of 
1926. 
The second l a n t e r n  I a m  t r y i n g  t o  f i n d  
information on appears  i n  t h e  TOLE f o r  t h e  
Engineer Combat B a t t a l i o n ,  2 August 1944. 
The l i s t  of changes f o r  t h i s  TOLE i n c l u d e s ,  
"Lamp, e l e c t r i c ,  p o r t a b l e ,  command pos t" .  
This  i t e m  i s  i n  a d d i t i o n  t o  t h e  "Lantern, 
g a s o l i n e ,  l eaded  f u e l " ,  and t h e  " l a n t e r n ,  
e l e c t r i c ,  p o r t a b l e  handN. I f  anyone has  

D e l t a  P o w e r l i  t e  
MX-290/GV 



great running truck, but after owners death sat for years Adwen Street, Downe~ ,  CA. 90241 
will need a complete restoration. If you can work with Fax and phone (562) 927-6922 
wood, should be a good project. This truck is very corn- e-mail: WWIJIMPRESSIONS@MSN.COM 

For Sale: Old Hickory Patches 

M100, jeep trailer, USN, $550 Brett Bondurant at (91 9)43 1-0984 or bbondo@bellsouth net . 
Call Frank at 252-223-3437. 

For Sale: World War I1 folding field operating table. 
No date but it matches pictures in the Medical Supply 
Catalog. Very few medical items were marked during the August 10, 2002 
war $100. See pictures below. W W I I  P u b l ~ c  Battle 
Norwegian MI943 Field Jacket. Excellent reenactment Plgeon Forge, TN 
jacket. Looks just like the U.S. 43 jacket except for the www myplgeonforge com/celebrate-freedom a s p  
color of the buttons and lining. U.S. size 42 $40 
Call Don (91 9) 467-3 1 19 October 1 111 3, 2002 

Butner Shoot 

October 16120, 2002 
56th Natlonal Reunron 
Myrtle Beach, S C  

November 811 0 
Celebrate Freedom 
Columbia, S C  

uction Rations 

bars, as well as other accessories such as Foot Powder, 
Charms, PK gum, fuel tablets, batteries, and more 
Catalog Ava~lable. 
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